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price of cigarettes, give the FDA full author-
ity to regulate tobacco products, ban adver-
tising aimed at children, and protect tobacco
farmers.

We still have work to do on this legislation.
Above all, we need to put in place tough pen-
alties that will cost the tobacco industry if
it continues to sell cigarettes to young people.
Just this week the Centers for Disease Con-
trol released a disturbing report that found
that more than a third of teenagers in the
United States now smoke, even though it’s
illegal.

It is time to hold tobacco companies ac-
countable. Reducing youth smoking must be
everybody’s bottom line. Let’s remember,
this is not about politics or money or seeking
revenge against the tobacco industry for past
practices. We’re not trying to put the tobacco
companies out of business. We want to put
them out of the business of selling cigarettes
to kids. This week’s progress in the Senate
shows we have real momentum in both par-
ties to do just that.

Unfortunately, this week the Congress also
took a step backward on efforts to cut down
on drunk driving, a horror that has shaken
nearly every American community. Repub-
lican leaders in the House blocked a full vote
on an important measure to encourage States
to adopt a stricter definition of drunk driving
that has already passed the United States
Senate. I urge the House leadership to re-
consider its unwise action. A stricter defini-
tion of drunk driving will not prevent adults
from drinking responsibly, but it will save
thousands of lives.

There are fewer than 75 days remaining
on Congress’s legislative calendar. But as we
saw this week in the Senate, when we set
aside partisan differences and keep our eyes
on the prize of dramatically improving our
children’s health, we can make remarkable
progress in record time. There are still many
issues to be worked out and many long nights
ahead. But we have within our grasp one of
the most important public health victories
our Nation has ever achieved.

Finally, let me just pause a moment to ob-
serve the 30th anniversary of the death of
one of America’s greatest heroes, Dr. Martin
Luther King. His dream, deeply rooted in
the American dream, is a dream for all Amer-

icans. It’s a dream, as I recently saw, shared
by millions and millions of people around the
world. Let us here at home always strive to
heed Dr. King’s words and live up to his leg-
acy.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:50 a.m.
on April 3 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 4.

Message to the Pilgrimage to
Memphis Celebrating the Life of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
April 4, 1998

Warm greetings to everyone participating
in the Pilgrimage to Memphis. As we com-
memorate the 30th anniversary of the death
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I join you
in celebrating his life and legacy.

Dr. King awakened the conscience of our
nation and summoned us to join a pilgrimage
from which we have never turned back. With
clear vision and an eloquent voice, he called
on all Americans simply to be true to our
promises. He called on us to confront injus-
tice and to overcome it. He called on us to
free all our people from the indignity of dis-
crimination and the pain of poverty. He
called on us to engrave on our hearts the
words that our founders inscribed on paper:
that all of us are created equal.

Thirty years ago, Dr. King reassured us,
in his final prophetic speech at Mason Tem-
ple Church of God in Christ, that he had
seen the promised land and that ‘‘we, as a
people, will get to the promised land.’’ But
he was wrong when he said, ‘‘I may not get
there with you,’’ for he is with us still. He
is with us as we strive to build communities
of hope and opportunity for all; he is with
us when we give all our children the care
and support and education they need to
reach their God-given potential. And he will
be with us when we enter the next millen-
nium as One America—a better, stronger,
and more united nation because of Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s, courage and sacrifice.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
for a memorable observance.

Bill Clinton
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NOTE: This message was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 4.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Iraq
April 3, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC). This report covers the period from
February 3, 1998, to the present.

Introduction
For much of the period covered by this

report, Iraq was engaged in a serious chal-
lenge to the authority of the UNSC and the
will of the international community. As docu-
mented in my last report, Iraq refused to
allow U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM)
inspectors to carry out their work at a num-
ber of sites last December; Iraq’s refusal to
cooperate in spite of repeated warnings con-
tinued until the signing of the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between U.N. Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan and Iraqi Deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz on February 23,
and the enforcement of this agreement by
the UNSC on March 2 when it adopted
UNSCR 1154. Both the MOU and UNSCR
1154 reiterate Iraq’s commitment to provide
immediate, unconditional, and unrestricted
access to UNSCOM and the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). UNSCR
1154 also stresses that any further Iraqi viola-
tion of the relevant UNSC resolutions would
result in the severest consequences for Iraq.
Iraq’s commitment is now in the process of
being tested. A series of UNSCOM inspec-
tions of so-called ‘‘sensitive’’ sites in early
March proceeded without Iraqi interference.
On March 26, UNSCOM inspections of the
so-called ‘‘presidential sites’’ began under the
arrangements agreed to by UNSCOM Chair-
man Richard Butler and Iraqi Deputy For-
eign Minister Tariq Aziz. The team of 60
UNSCOM inspectors, accompanied by 20
diplomatic observers, is conducting inspec-

tions of the so-called ‘‘presidential sites’’
through April 5. Chairman Butler traveled
to Baghdad in mid-March for discussions
with Iraqi officials concerning Iraq’s missile
and chemical weapons programs.

Throughout the crisis created by Iraq’s re-
fusal to cooperate with U.N. weapons inspec-
tors, the objective of my Administration was
to achieve effective inspections, preferably
through a diplomatic solution. Our vigorous
diplomatic efforts were backed by the credi-
ble threat to use force, if necessary. I con-
sulted with our allies in the region as well
as with the other members of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council. Secretary of State Albright, Sec-
retary of Defense Cohen, U.N. Ambassador
Richardson, and other Administration offi-
cials also pursued our objectives vigorously
with foreign governments, including several
trips to the region and to relevant capitals
and at the United Nations. Our military
forces responded quickly and effectively to
support our diplomatic efforts by providing
a credible military option, which we were
prepared to use if Iraq had not ultimately
agreed to meet its obligation to provide full
access to UNSCOM and the IAEA.

U.S. and Coalition Force Levels in the
Gulf Region

As a demonstration of U.S. resolve during
the recent crisis with Iraq, the aircraft car-
riers USS INDEPENDENCE, USS
GEORGE WASHINGTON, their accom-
panying battle group combatant ships, and
additional combat aircraft have remained in
the region. United States force levels in the
region now include land- and carrier-based
aircraft, surface warships, a Marine amphib-
ious task force, Patriot missile battalions, a
mechanized battalion task force, and a mix
of special operations forces deployed in sup-
port of USCINCCENT operations. To en-
hance force protection throughout the re-
gion, additional military security personnel
are also deployed. These U.S. forces were
augmented by the HMS ILLUSTRIOUS and
accompanying ships from the United King-
dom.

In addition to the United Kingdom, a
number of other nations have pledged forces
to our effort to compel Iraq’s compliance
with its commitments. Although all of the
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